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cache-n n1an - SLUB-2 n"2an

17w niTwal SLUB v win'ma cache-n N1ana v Ny

struct kmem_cache {
// Per-CPU cache data:
struct kmem_cache_cpu _ percpu *cpu_slab;
// Per-node cache data:
struct kmem_cache_node *node[MAX_NUMNODES];

ke cEeke const char *name; /] Cache name
- slab_flags_t flags; /] Cache flags
unsigned int object_size; // Size of objects
unsigned int offset; /] Freelist pointer offset
unsigned long min_partial;

unsigned int cpu_partial_slabs;

1
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D'1IN1 NAXN - caches
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slabinfo - version: 2.1

# name <active objs> <num_objs> <objsize> <objperslab> <pagesperslab> : tunables <limit>
<batchcount> <sharedfactor> : slabdata <active slabs> <num slabs> <sharedavail>
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: slabdata 16
: slabdata 29
: slabdata 46
: slabdata 894
: slabdata 4224
: slabdata 722
: slabdata 668
: slabdata 105
i-ParseExt 312 : tunables : slabdata 8
i-State 3825 : tunables : slabdata 75
shared _policy node 1748258 1775310 : tunables : slabdata 20886 20886
numa_policy 30 30 272 : tunables : slabdata 1 !
perf_event 200 200 1280 : tunables : slabdata 8 8
trace_event_file 3150 3150 96 : tunables : slabdata 75 75
ftrace event field 8906 8906 56 : tunables : slabdata 122 122
pool workqueue 1312 1312 512 : tunables : slabdata 41
maple_node 10367 11328 256 tunables : slabdata 354
radix_tree_node 58077 58128 584 : tunables : slabdata 2076
task_group 640 : tunables : slabdata
mm_struct 1408 : tunables : slabdata
vmap_area 72~ : tunables : slabdata
kmalloc-cg- 8192 tunables : slabdata
kmalloc-cg- 4096 : tunables : slabdata
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-kmalloc- : tunables : slabdata
-kmalloc- : tunables : slabdata
-kmalloc-512 : tunables : slabdata
-kmalloc-256 : tunables : slabdata
-kmalloc-192 : tunables : slabdata
-kmalloc-128 : tunables : slabdata
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: tunables

files_cache
signal_cache
sighand_cache
struct
jar
vma_chain
vma
3360

bt e et et b bt OO OO OO B
[clolofoloololololo]
(el lololoNololololo]
(o llollofolloollololol

[c oo oo NoRoNoRolol

N
o0
(oo N
[N N
ool

-
o
@

-
o

HENSOOWPW®HMHMHMHKEHHENBODOODOH®OEBNSS
[cN-NoYoRoNoNoNoNoRoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoNoRoNoNoRoNoNoNoNo o)
[oloRoNoNoNo oo oo lloRoNo o oo NoNoNoRolloNoNoloNoNoRol
[N NoNoNoNo o oo NolooNoNoNoNo oo oloNoooloNoNoRol

[l lo oo o lolo]
[eloloflololololo]

[12> ,0"9'¥90 D'UPMAIK A0 NAY NXNY 7R DR NIKYY NI yaign w0 07900
NIRYPN 1Y kmalloc 7awa nM1a nIXa NXAW 1981 ...mm_struct ,task_struct ,files_cache

.021v D' 1A

nn> NT? 'TO D'wnwnn active_objs \ num_objs 120 nint? ™10 nXw D0'9011 D'0YD DI

.cache-2 D'VP™MAINN 7TIA KIN NN NNINY objsize DA 21 2"N0 12 W' D'¥PINI DT D'OPMAIN

n'n' NN Lslab 901 1 DroR IR NN L7 XINW slabs-n 7Y D2 0N 2'Thn cache-n )2 7y qoin

7271 cache INIX slabs nn> Da o1 slab 72 7w (09T g¥1) 172N 7TIa

BabySteps into SLUB - x p7n'
www.DigitalWhisper.co.il
6 2026 'xn ,185 |I'2




Technologic

slab-n n1an - SLUB-2 n'2an

IDINN D'OP'AIN N¥PNA KIN TYDI “Tayn 3 1w slabs-27 nwan NX 700 cache-n T vanw 194

:slab 7w n1ann nXN TYD

struct slab {
struct kmem_cache *slab_cache; // Cache this slab belongs to

struct slab *next; // Next slab in per-cpu list
int slabs; // Slabs left in per-cpu list
struct list_head slab_list; // List links in per-node list
void *freelist; // Per-slab freelist

}
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free list nn'wNn - slab
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cache->offset = ALIGN_DOWN(cache->object_size [/ 2, sizeof(void *));
freeptr_addr = (unsigned long)object + cache->offset;
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cache->random = get _random_long();
freelist ptr = (void *)(
(unsigned long)ptr ~ cache->random * swab(ptr_addr));
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kmem_cache_cpu & kmem_cache_node - SLUB-2 n"2an

TNIVXAN] NNT NYIY XN ,T1912 Tavn ' 1y |N2'T NIYp2a YWY yTI' cache-nw 11101 |D'7 oI

w7 VTI' XIN Taynn 11w slabs DNIK DX A'Wn? 'O ,kmem_cache_cpu "an 7w nwipn nn'wn

1770 0nann I 2y V121 NY) .kmem_cache_node n1ann N1tva 1an Tavnn 12 Node-nn DNIX

-:0ON'1'2 DNIXR DAV DN TXD DA 21 DNIX D701 slabs DNIX NX DY'TNN DN TX'DI

->cpu_slab

kmem_cache

->node

kmem_cache cpu —  slab ‘

kmem cache nod

struct kmem_cache_cpu {

slab struct slab *slab;

slabs
_____________ ¥
struct kmem_cache_node {
slab struct list_head partial; // Slabs
—  slab ‘ };

struct slab *partial; // Partial

// CPU slab

[2024, LSS EU: SLUB Internals for Exploit Developers :1j7n]

NIXPITR IR 7907 'TO Wnnun XN 0N2 slabs-n 112y NITY Qv 2'Tnn n1ann - kmem_cache_cpu

;Tavnn v nYpan 11y |[INd'Tn

ny> wynnwn cache-n 1aw CPU slab-n "ima na yiT ,nn'w17 X71 772 slab-7 yax¥n - Slab .1

.D"INX slabs-2 wnnwn Xinw 194 17w free list-n 1NN D'OR"AIR Po0NI

7w free list-n "WUXD DN WNNWN? 712! cache-nw slabs 7w Mwipn nn'w1? y'axn - Partial .2

DINY IMIX 012 partial slabs-n 7w 1A Nn'wann slab Nz X0 NIVWO 71 12D CPU slab-n

72V IWNIY 11D 07N RNY slabs-nn 77nw Diwn partial nx1 1ith nn'wnn ,CPU slab-n

DN DNIXR D'OPMAIRD 727 Y'a¥n NdNA X7 ON7Y free list-n 271 ND'T NI'YpI7R DN 1yxiAl

.0"7n 0N P71 07N

kmem_cache_cpu

->cpu_slab
kmem_cache N\
->node ’

| kmem_cache_node

full slab
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7w DaNNN TNR X 7 NI [N free list-ni DXP7IKN D10 IR K700 slab YwXO :navn
NIYXNX] NNIY' 1AW D'OR'AIRD TR 1AW Yan? TV slab-n 9w mirp 2y Tiy'n 2'tnn X7 cache-n

.Slab Allocator-n 7w D77 qITN' NIN TX N1 kfree

-0 INIX2 DYANN DTAvNN 770 N1 slabs 7w N 1T nn'wn 7nan mann - kmem_cache_node
77N UIN'y DN NWYVIY 1780 DAl 7701 win'y DN nwyl XY slabs nz'tnn 1T nn'wnin ,Node
X' NT'N slabs N'78 11avn? XIn nT'RoNI kmem_cache_cpu niann 7w partial nn'wa7 nnim
N2> partial list-nw slabs Dm'opnn ™M NI N7'on XN NTNA slabs ninn 72p7 I MgNNn
IN NI' W' OX 07NN cache-n 1'971 kmem_cache-2 173 cache-n 7w 'wUXIN N1ana YTam 707

.partial list-2 slabs ™ nino®

struct kmem_cache {
unsigned int cpu_partial_slabs;

A

kmem_cache _cpu
/ ADarha’{l cpu s'Lab

eou <Lab ->next \/____f———-*""’r'é)thaﬂ
/ >cpu_sla -~ slab \eep NO mo
kmem cache v J

[2024, LSS EU: SLUB Internals for Exploit Developers :1j7n]

nN'wN My XY kmem_cache_node-nw n7nfrn slabs ninmdn N 7'tnn DA kmem_cache-n

.2'TNN XINY slabs-n 9w

kmem cache struct kmem_cache {
| ->node x_{@}" unsigned long min_partial;
\‘ yv node slab 1 }; o /
kmem_cache node v N
- B ‘ node slab ( Ttéz;eti?s many
P,
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CPU slab nTwn - kmem_cache_cpu

D wnnwn cache-n 1AW 11nri CPU slab-n NX 1121 kmem_cache_cpu n1ann 7y 1212 T TUND
-N NN VPMAIRD NRXPZN 7¢ 70NN DR 7217 "1 WpANn QWK NRAN [ND'TN NRYPN DR YN
91Ny kmem_cache_cpu mann N2 N free list NN wnwnn qon y'axn nwa CPU slab
INIX 0'1011 slab-nn N1 free list-n 7w y*axnn nX NpI7 cache-n 17w "wrIN" free list-n nIrn%
free -0 N> ,slab-n 7w NN free list-2 NULL bwi kmem_cache_cpu UP"aIX2 D'RNNN NTYA
N'NI Node-2 D'INX O'TAyN T WY1 QWX D'OPZMAIR 7 YNNY NIX? ) Twnwn slab-n 7w list
qon Taynl nT'Na NIYva It X7w 1 free list-7 vpraIRN NDOIN 1197 lock N71VD vIx'a NdMvN

NATA NI ANIT N71V9 Y¥a17 non

i C

° ‘ PU slab %/'
y S NULL*—""——

7

kmem_cache_cpu
- =P struct kmem_cache_cpu {

vold **freelist; // Per-CPU freelist
~>cpu_stab struct slab *slab; /] CPU slab

kmem_cache

s
struct slab {

kmem_cache_node vold *freelist; // Per-slab freelist
};

[2024, LSS EU: SLUB Internals for Exploit Developers :1j7n]

N71Y9 Nd¥N NI'R [P71 TAR Tayn 1 X hwnwn kmem_cache_cpu-2 NX¥NIn free list nn'wnn
free -0 TN NMIPNNN X'N YUK NI DN NIX IYXIAY DIAN ARXPZANE DR INNWNL 7701 lock
72VIn DNXR D'TAYN T 7Y NMINIYY D0 I X70Nn kDY CPU slab-n 7w Nimn list

AW slab-n IMIka wnnwn'? N a0 kmem_cache_cpu n1an%

kmem_cache_cpu }Llab{ CPU slab Locked list
. >frear.
"ﬂ"@@“sr QE‘ZISt 4——/
single CPU list  — >
CPU list

™ —

Allocated Free Free Allocated Free Allocated = Allocated Free

S~ \‘ NULL NULL ‘/
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Dn'o - SLUB-2 nnan

NN W' cache-n |IM2 ,cache-7 Nwa? 11'7y Slab Allocator-n 0T D'UP™AIX NIXPNY? *TOY 112N
112y XY kmem_cache_node N1ann NXI 11912 Tayn 22 112y ¥y kmem_cache_cpu niann

.(0*12Yn nx1ay) Node '

NYPA NN DTI'Y Taynn NX Nwn cache-n 11T CPU slab-7 yfaxn nw' kmem_cache_cpu n1ana
-NY 1MKX D2 D D ,kmem_cache_cpu-a slab-n IMIX 7w free list-7 qonn y:axnn 0T N>
7' wniv X7w DroptaIx n'7'onn partial slabs 7w noon nn'w? vaaxn 7'tnn kmem_cache_cpu

D70 WnIv IR

29 nI-IT MYIEN nn'wn 7'onn kmem_cache_node-n XN 2'TNN cache-nw q0130 112NN 10

.Node-n INIX2 D™aNN D' TAYNN 79D T 2y win'w? o TvImn n'P'7n 0'univn slabs

'TNn X7 Slab Allocator-nw 11X NI 0NN NIXPA7 [N X2 [7NNn DN free list-nw slabs 1247
DN TXI MNIY' DDINA D'URPMAIND TARY TV NdD NRY' DRI DYIAY cache-2 X7 DA INW'?D TIVv'N

.caches-n TNX M2 Nn'w? NTNe

st -~
free\t> . : .
/;DU slab —Treeiy,

’b e | 1

7 3ot

’ A\
kmem_cache_cpu -~ — ,ﬁ“‘e/—\"‘

b'oa’fiaz cpu slab —

I ->next NULL+="Y——
->cpu_slab

cpu slab
kmem_cache ¥ \/l\_‘_ o

« v
->node &t A
’\,’é\" /—\m
£ node slab
y—'
kmem cache node ->slab_list.next

node slab
P \—A---

SLUB layout EEE—— — ——
summary full slab | ‘ ‘ | | ‘
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SLUB-2 D'Up"AIN NNXZN

cache-n DN2 DY DA¥N NND NIFA7 D711 'MXA'T KIN cache NN 0PI DRYPZN W 1'70Nn
y¥a'?7 ' 0127 VX! cache-N [NIX NIZIYON [N DALY 9102 ORPMAIRD 2'NN [2N7 T2 27 ,X¥m

178N NIRYPNN DX 70 cache-n T¥D 2% DK 27w 1an7 11'7Y NRT

-0 9w free list-n 78 NWA? X' 19U NI DN )TN DR N0Y* cache-n n'7'nndY (CPU slab

0PI DYUN NIXPN71 kmem_cache_cpu

y, . e\i&t’:*"m

kmem_cache_cpu

AT

NULL<—"

->cpu_slab

kmem_cache

[2024, LSS EU: SLUB Internals for Exploit Developers :1jm]

-7 nnIXN 1yt CPU slab-n 9w locked free list? wa' cache-n np™ Ith nn'wnnl nTna

OPMAIND NIRXZN VI IX? N2 wnnw'l kmem_cache_cpu

s e
el NULL

1‘?6

kmem_cache_cpu

->cpu_slab

kmem_cache

[2024, LSS EU: SLUB Internals for Exploit Developers:aign]

[N D'OPMAIR TIY slab-7 'RW MIX N1 Nz CPU slab-n 7w locked free list-n DA ox :Partial list
Y7071 partial list-7 Nwa? X102 N7 nwy cache-nw nni wTN slab A'wn%? X1 DNIR NixpEnY

27 DTIR 1M20NW IND 12 wnnwin'?1 wTNN CPU slab-n nirn7 IMIX 719071 slab bwn

o\ist

B

->next NULL=*+—"%— —
->cpu_slab

o cpu slab —
kmem_cache L_____?_____‘ \\\\\E___/J\RH

— — e

kmem_cache_cp
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Doy slabs 'tnn X7 12> kmem_cache_cpu-n MmI7 |pNNn partial list-n DAl nT'N2 :Node list
NYPA NX y¥av Taynn 1AW Node-nn 0'901 slabs 2'wn7 N01' RIN T NIXPNT7 NIY D'OPMAIR

.7'TNn kmem_cache_node n1annw slabs-n Jimn ni'?d 1an na'

NTY? DRNN2 0'901 slabs N XIn pn NX71 TR CPU slab-n N n' XINW [IWRIN slab-n
-0 7w partial list-n DX DN'R XM kmem_cache_node niana ININNN cpu_partial_slabs

.CPU slab-n 7077 |N2'Th NRYPZN DX y¥2! 10271 wTnn kmem_cache_cpu

s gl
_greeM Y UNULL

kmem_cache_cpu

->cpu_slab

kmem_cache

->node

kmem_cache_node

[2024, LSS EU: SLUB Internals for Exploit Developers :11j7n]

Node-2 773 D'oniwn slabs |'NI 71 kmem_cache_node-n 7w partial list-n Da1 nnana :New slab
vwTnNN CPU slab-n 7M. wnnw' XIn 1Aw wTN slab n1an Q¥ cache-n N 2¥na "an Tavnn A

21200 |DINA 12T [N2'TN NRYPN NN V¥l 7Y

_7{(e€1&:i_.. CPU slab ->freelist
SLa " ...

- kmem_cache_cpu

->cpu_slab

kmem_cache

->node

_}part .
kmem_cache node tal.next

Empty list

ii.,_’ 5 | Create new slab
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SLUB-1 D'Up'aIX NNNY

LJQIYWTN NIRXPNT? DNIR ITNNYT T X'N DN7W 1NNWN INRY? free lists-n 78 D'ORP" IR 7 DTN
720N D'YAITN DD D701 DAY DAXN N7 071D ANNWN '7NN2 DA ARYPNN )'70N 1D

.INXY 1921 TNX 7D

TN MNNYN N71Y9 NX y¥anw 1aynn 9 CPU slab-7 7"w 7nniwnn upmaixnl nT'na :CPU Slab

.Taynn IMIX 112V kmem_cache_cpu n1ann N2 2'7Nn XInw free list-7 NIN'w* IMIX 010" XIN

sgl
\_ee‘\“\_':'» hES
3 . CPU slab %

'\:b

s —— "= NULL 4 NULL<—"
kmem_cache_cpu 3
for CPU #A Object being freed
by CPU #A
->cpu_slab

kmem_cache

[2024, LSS EU: SLUB Internals for Exploit Developers:ijn]

Ya1D IN'R O'TAY IR TaynY X7 728 CPU slab-7 7"ww up"aIX 0NWN 13X ©"WKRD :0ther CPU
N1NN NT X7117w 270N locked list-n 0T X CPU slab-n Mk 7w free list-n 78 qonmnn Xin '1x

.T272 CPU slab-n Imix oy Tayw 1avnY 1 imwin kmem_cache_cpu

_7__7___,_————_ I
f\‘ee\i‘s’t i Saf -
'/‘) CPU slab —Lfeeli,
>
A S~ NULL_#4  NULL<—
kmem_cache_cpu 3
for CPU #A Obiject being freed
by CPU #B (not A)
->cpu_slab
kmem_cache
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Slab -0 DN oMM W W' CPU slab-n X7 XINW slab-7 7"'w 1MMnww vpaIrn 0K :Other slab
NIY RIN 19X slab-n 78 ont'nin%? T¥' (N1 Allocator
TN INW7D kmem_cache_cpu nian 7w partial slabs-n TNX7 "w XNl nT'Na :Partial list e

17w free list-nN 1M 72X 012' LIYD VP AIRND

-——— e
. ’—f—'r—'_—_'__— I —
st —— — —a
feer== .
';i/// o CPU slab ﬂ@@Hsr
N —\_/' |
kmem_cache_cpu | .7° H st S~ NULL+—"—
for current _frel
CPU other slab
NULL<—"v— — - _ )
->cpu_slab “--- Object being freed
kmem_cache

[2024, LSS EU: SLUB Internals for Exploit Developers:aijm]

partial -0 NN'WI2 X¥N1I D'TAYNNN TAKR QX 1Y WIN'WA X7 slab-n INIKY npna :Node slab o
NIN 17X slab-n 7w free list-n M 7% nnw' XIn ' kmem_cache_node-n n1ana slabs
N77 117D win'wa X7 1710 e nwd slab-n IMIK ATA OPMAIRD 7Y AINNWD INKRYE DTN MY
slab-n IMIXY |ND'TA X NNWYT7 aRT Slab Allocator-n ) X' free list Dy D'¥p7IXN DO QI

1IN win'w'? buddy allocator-n 7 09In

Empty per-node slab
gets freed

SREE =

)

- Object was freed

[2024, LSS EU: SLUB Internals for Exploit Developers:aijn]

27,7 17W free list-nI X7n XIN1 T2 slab 78 ANir yraxn X7 cache-nw |3 197 11101 (Full slab
7¢ Nn'wna wTnn cache-n 7y IMIX Dpn' Slab Allocator-n 17 D'OR"AIRD TNX NN 1NNWI TWUKD

L7207 N7 XY slabs nm'ojm? nyan X7 XN TV NT'NA partial slabs-n

kmem_cache_cpu _’5£3§!§f>»—-—44—“‘\\\
for current CPU | ~>pi~ ] Ziab 52

Dartiaz
s e
->cpu_slab y ->next >NULL
cpu slab
kmem_cache } ->next
cpu slab

v
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2w partial list-n JIN% 071D NX | Slab Allocator-n n'7'nn ,0mM'opnn X NN X'l NT'AQ
NI [N2'T NNWY NI017 YT NXT ,Taynn INIXK 7w Node-n NX a¥''nn kmem_cache_node ni1ann
DN7Y D'OPMAINNNA TNR QN2 YIN'Y N1 X7¢ Taynn 7w partial list-2 0'&¥nin 0K slabs 7w
770 DN WKRD 701 X CWORNNA AT 12T buddy allocator-n 27X D*09IN DAY [ND'TN YNNY NIXY
slab-n NX 012! XIN DAIENA L3 197 MDY IND kmem_cache_node niann 7w partial list-nn

.0P"AIND NNIY 1'7RY

1 2.
., kmem_cache cpu .| kmem_cache_cpu 7E(ee\"(’-‘ .
for current CPU | Doty for current CPU “Pargi,y -
A\l
->next -
->cpu_slab NULL ->cpu_slab NU'LL NULL
kmem_cache kmem_cache

5
->node o

B
5%+ node slab
e
* kmem_cache_node 2
node slab

st Object was freed
i
i slab —

) —=NULL

[2024, LSS EU: SLUB Internals for Exploit Developers:ijn]

nid'o

1man ,Slab Allocator-n 0T NIYX2ANN AW D201 OR11'7 7W 71072 NIMMX'T [ND'T NIRYPN 7V 11N02rT
'9 7V 11N1QY [ND'TN DX 07011 0NXI DNY caches-7 NI19Y7 11'7Y INIYXARA [ND'T NIXZNYT " TOY
NIRYZN TWONYT 1O kmalloc NN NM2a NNI¥2 DN DAY IR 1'NY'NAY DO IR 7Y NINdI 771

VNN X' cache NT'RN URIN TN IX K77 oA no'T

27U NOMP7 MY NIMXY K7 NINAY YT D free list-N 7w NNVAX 11200 NNd 1'KY DA QO
-N NIYXNKA D'OR'™MAIRA ITIN YIN'Y QWY1 TX¥D D2 [21 1710 NDIWNN 7W NoM KIAN IN'RI 770

2T 71 N NI NI WWORY D free lists

DAl |N2'TN NRXPN NX 1IN0 Y¥a7 *1 T'N' Tayn 78 Node-n NN slabs 0Mavim 7¥ 'K 91017
27U NN ARYZN 7w KM *7nnn yxann Ty DR DA DI Node-n 7R partial list-nn 1907

.SLUB winma Slab Allocator-n 112y n'op'aIx
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MNnn 7y

Jow level-n nm7iya N7 kNP7 Nl .anax 7ma In'tx Avn nnnan na'wha i A"whn
i i

JIXD RI¥N7 N1 '"MANDY D'9011 DMINNA IX D'UR'ND

https://github.com/4f3rgdn | https://4f3rgdn.github.io | linkedin.com/in/noam-afergan-074176284

cyb3rat@ D12702 IN noam18.af@gmail.com 7''M2a 7K N9 YWOX W7 Nrxy

yT™n ninpm

e Andrey Konovalov - SLUB Internals for Exploit Developers:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XulsBDV4n3w&feature=youtu.be

Slides:
https://static.sched.com/hosted files/lsseu2024/37/2024%2C%20LSS%20EU %20SLUB%20I

nternals%20for%20Exploit%20Developers.pdf

e Non-Uniform Memory Access by Intel:

https://www.intel.com/content/dam/develop/external/us/en/documents/3-5-memmgt-

optimizing-applications-for-numa-184398.pdf

e Elixir bootlin - linux:

https://elixir.bootlin.com/linux/v6.6/source/include/linux/slub _def.h

https://elixir.bootlin.com/linux/v6.6/source/mm/slab.h
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