oizonp'md MTE

7 Nl DNNAX Y NKN

TN

(kernel panics) 7277 N0 ,NIX 7¢ WTN 10 17U NINAN 1I'Y¥ Y'9INYT 700 DINNKN D'YUTIND
NINYY NODX [1121NY DIYN XK7X ,NYTN N9ZNN NIAX' [NY DIYNA X7 .12y N2 17701 X7 D71vnw
DN"INK NN X7 12VaW DR W) quin Apple 7w (Memory Integrity Enforcement — MIE) [IND'Tn
race ) YN'N aXNnN NXXIND NN 7277 NOMP 1127 NNIWN NIX TNI'MA qwn TNR N7 .napy D
Memory ) [IN2'TN AI'N NANTN2A N 'RY 1'wOn 722 .i0S 7w nwnin nfonn 1mMa iy (condition
N'N X7,N0MpP NYUNINN ANt X7 . '017N%7 X1 'M72 N NN NTn aran (Tagging Extension — MTE

JNNN VN'RNY D7 DR 70 NNt X7 ,A17 e

(1222170 NI DN KN ARM 7w MTE ,1InyT? .ATh DOI9N NIX AIMDY7 INIX NYNIAY X' ITH NYOINN
N7'N IR Q'NNALL7722 NIFIYIAD D''2N1 DNNA DX QY [DIX] 'NO'ON 'Y [A0N KIN ,'MNVAN NIAN
N7w wmmni ,ARM 7w (MTE) [N2'TN AI'M NANN :NXZA .0'WTN PN 721 Ty DT YAR? jgnnn
YNINNY 1197 TIV ,NTNINN N2 12D (N2 NIN'A NIFMYAD NINT? 072100 ,MIE ,(Apple) 79x2a
TN WNN,i7NnIve N7V19 NtAI712000 T¥'D 1201 VOIS .(memory corruption) |IN'TN 7W corruption
M2 NNNID FAY DY, YINM 'AXAN AXXIND NINNAN use-after-free al0n NIy'ao Nowin X'n

.NNXIY7Y 7NN 70 DA X7X,N1AN 12207 1 K7 MTE-2 NI W' D yoal, MTE X77 nixN

NN JINOT aI'n 2w Aanvann

nZ'7nn nirfn? np'wnn type confusion-1 use-after-free ,buffer overflow 12> ,memory safety ni'io
21¥10 NIXWAY 75 VYND 7Y |0'00] NITAY [N .N1DINN D71V NI N7XINNT AXI9IN NIYY'IA9N
NINNY .Pegasus N3 N'NA'TA N2 712 NIDINY Tvi jailbreaks-n 7nn , ninTnnn (exploit chains)
XI¥n7 0 'wnn 0'opIn ,CFI-1 stack canaries ,ASLR [12D ,N12IN '00I2N N1AN 112211 7W DY NNWY
71NN 1Y N1AN ZNYN,0Y20N1 00 NIDIN '00IAN NIAN 1112211 :NVIYD 07 NQ'0N -DNIX I7V7 DD T

.0'"77ON NX 2A'NdNY DT RIN
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77N> 2019 Nmiwa MIWKRY? maxInw ,ARM 7w (Memory Tagging Extension — MTE) [IND'Tn aI'N Dann
NINT? NI017 DIPNA .NNINN NN NDON [ND'TA NIN'LA S TION N NIY NW'A nY'¥n ,ARMVS.5-A-n
NINXPN 727 (tag) an Tmxn MTE ,(memory corruption) [IN2'TN 7w [WORIIRZ WNINN 12DW INKT 71X

.NNXY NIN'RN N71V9 112V N1DIN nmipn X771 nninn nnnna ,|I'D'T'7 NY 7031 NN DX NNl [1NI'T

(Memory Integrity Enforcement — MIE) [IN2'TN NIN7W NOOX (12210 NX Apple ni7'win 2025 12Nn0%02
IT N7wn .ARM Dy QIn'wa nNNIsy ,MTE ¥ N1diyn noNa 7y 0oian [11ann .iPhone 17 n1T02
frameworks-n1 N7Y9NN N2WN,,[177'7'0N 'MIIX DX 7'701 DY WNND JWUNIY '0TIN YARN 7Y IN'Y AN
1D'IUN NNVAX PINY NN IR IYYIRY NOYNNA DIFITY 120¥07 1700 TRN 197N D'UTIND Apple 7w
NN N2YAYW D'AXY 7Y NINYW NIR'7NN quin MTE DMy 7w 7181 yian' IM710'7 1ayn :0w Jwna

.0'"11 '

AI'N VITN 11011, 1'75n nN1a Apple-w NIaNnn NX [N ,MTE 7w n71v9n |9IX 7n1v'7 717%1 NT Vo192

JIYIAD APNNYT DA KR, NN Y N7 71 X7 1N 1737 1910 (o

[IND'Tn 2V Nn'an Niran T :ynna nodn'7 nnnn MTE
'™INn jdamn

64 7w N'7R1071 NN .TBI -Top Byte Ignore nwa ARM64 NI1VZV'DINA NMIPDN 7V 00ann MTE
N?'71 1'R (63:56 D'VM) [I'7VN VAN .NAMDN DIANY 7191 D'YNYN DINNNN 0'0'AN 7 ,NI'0
wnnun MTE .011IM1°R0N [IONX7 INIR 7X17 N1 P71, (MMU) [Nt 210 nTne 1 9y jawna

.15-7 0 "2 ya DWW (tag) an JoNX7 ' 12 (59:56 D'VM) [I'72V V' INIK INA D'V YK

NMNIY NN L0 16 7w 7227 nwirmn, 790 [N2'TA 0N 16 7w (granule) n'71112 72 11y ,q0na
T2 Taynnw (sidecar memory) N7 [N2'7T M1an InT.Tag RAM DWA 'TIV" [IN2'T M1anaD'ua4 2 an

.(store) namd Ix (load) n1'yu Nn71Iv9 702

V'AXNNN ANN DX Y700 KIN ,store IX load N71V9 y¥an Taynnw 0yo 731 :* TN VIYD N71YoN 11211
[IN2'T7 NW'AN ,D'ANRIN D'ANN AW DX . TY'N NAIMD 112y Tag RAM-1 |oNIRAN ANY7 INIX nlwnl (pointer)

.Tag Check Fault DIx''"n NnINN ,0MKIN DI'R DN DX .7'A10 NYXaNn

QIpoNP'MIMTE
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Pointer: OxF&FFFEL?72509XXX
A

Tag = OxFé& (embedded in pointer's upper byte)

Memaory: [16-byte granule at OxFFFFFE1979509000 ]
Tag RAM entry = OxF7

On load/store: OxF& # OxF7 2 TAG CHECK FAULT

(Tag Lifecycle) an "w n"nn qiThn

y¥an (allocator) nxpmin ,|N2'7 TR N¥7N kalloc() AIWKRD .[ND'T 7w wThn NXRXZN 752 DNWN 02NN

NINAN NI7IYON DX

LORYPAN TR Y 15-0 NHOA 'RIPX (tag) AN v NI e
.ST2G IX STG NIKIINN NIYYAND ,NR¥ZNA (granule) N7 72 1Ay Tag RAM-7 ANNNK2AND e

17w 012I'7YN 010112 YNLIN ANNY (pointer) y'a¥xn TN e

dangling 22,701 NXXIND .RAM-7 MIYI WTN AN 2NID DXNANL|N2'TN TR DX NN kfree() TWxO
[DIXQ NWIAN DX IXVN NNINNEL,RAM-1 [ONIXAN ANT7 TIY D'RN' X7 W'D ANN DX KW | TYW pointer

_I-I‘Iln

N'DINN NAINN

NIYANNY XN QTN DIvAwn .0MWOK AN DY 16 om'p , 7271 0'01 4 XN aNN 772w NN
NYNINN ,UTNN AN "Njpna vaie" (stale pointer) (Wi yaaxn naw ,(tag collision) an 7w n'kjx

.(6.25%-2) 16-7 1 7w nNanona

X1 ,(probabilistic) 'nNanon (11am Xin MTE .'932109"j7 NNVAK [122102 NAITA 'K :WATN7 21wN
7¢ NIN'S NdOIN [1I'01 702 NoMPY? 93.75% 7w NNANON DA ,NNT OV .(deterministic) '0011'MVT
, 017w NN (exploit chains) 7181 NINMWAIWA NQITA YWRD TIN'A, TR DY NN'WNY |'N exploit

091" 171D 71¥nw T N'7¥n7 2N A% 9D jnaw

NN7¥NN NINANOoN ,AN 7W NnRNN WIIT 27w 70 Nav D1 nwiy N 71X nwawa ,nnalT?
exploit chains Ta1 TnIMA 7'y MTE-w 127 NI'TOINN NIR'ON NNXR 1T 0.024% = (1/16)3 -2 nTir n'770n

TN NDINA XY7,]IWXY V2N, N'RND TTI2 2A7W 701 NN7¥N7 NINANONNY X, NIR'M

QIpoNP'MIMTE
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N1IN21'0~X A7'TA NNIYY NINDY'0 AT

N'TA 'ax¥n Awa nin MTE

IX load-n NXIN VIX'A DY T NX Tag Check Fault namin :(Synchronous Mode) 1N>1'0 axn o

JIMNYAN AXINN 7V 21T NYRAXA NANNN 1M NTYINAN PC-n NAINd .7w)7 nnnaw store-n
JIN'0N D'WINT NIV N N ,AIT DIIX? TN 21T YT 7901 0T 2xn

[91X2 NX¥I NA'N NANNN X ,DTVINN ANN N?7'T22 07D ((Asynchronous Mode) '1ND1'0"X2x¥n e

nvanagm v PNt v NYPN X ,0VIXAN MIZN DX NN'NON IT nw'a . 7'

2¥N1 wnnwn Pixel N'wona Google 7w winmn ,NnNNIv7? ."21n22'0 a¥na MIE DX 7'von'? nnna Apple
W' IT N1'NAY7 .(user space) YNNWNN 2NN (mixed mode) N271wn nw'aal, 72170 11y 1ND1'0°N

2NN DIIX? 17w N2VINN 7Y D120 790N N1ANN NN 7Y [0 NIMIvawn Nnbwn

Apple 7w naonnn-nann nwan :MIE-? MTE-n

N2aN N2IYN NIXLIA0 N0NNN 7D DR WUTNN NILRVDIN Apple ,0N7v 0raawa MTE ©'WONY7 ' D

.(MIE) ">'Th NN NO'X 12210 NN K'Y NNAOY-NIN

D'NVAIRN |IND'T '¥PnN 1 DY

N¥PN .D'NIVNYN N1an 7oon Apple 7w (zone allocator) DMITRN N¥7N ,NMINNYT 0101 MTE-W 1197 TV
D'UPMAIRY D ,(zones ,"DMITX") 019'0N '97 D"'D'¥O0 D'VUPRI] [IND'TN NN XN i0S 7w N
72T .D'RNNAN TR ATNIMIODINRA KIN,INNIWN [IND'T WK .ATA DT O'TTIAN DY 07721 D'0I9'0N

.heap spraying 2y n'nivnwn nwpn

.MTE-2 N2'AN X77 "NI' MIY' NNniN 7710,0M'WNN 722 TAIY KN [IWRIN DA 17 INT

(EMTE) n"o1wun MTE :2 n1ow

N0M97 NI7aIZN M7 N11'Wa 1AWNIY NIY2IN NNA'T Apple nyxfaw MTE 7@ Nipmn 015NN NdN
owa oa yITn L(EMTE) 191wn MTE NX 9nivna InN'S | ,ARM Dy QIM'ywa .NNX AT2 N'Nan

.ARM 7¢ 019N FEAT_MTE4

QIpoNP'MIMTE
www.DigitalWhisper.co.il
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:0'771D D"'TOINN 0NID'WUAN

[1AD) AMN-K7 |ND'T7 NW2A L'0NTIVON MTE-Q :(Canonical tag checking) nnp nan np'1a o
.N7X DNAYNT7 NPT q'oin EMTE .Nj7T21 NI'R 2NN TR 1NN (D"'72172 DNWN

ANIF 20 YT RY 7ynY nn L nEn NYa NINGTM N2IMD ('R NIFR'oN 70 91 NIZgn NIt e
JIN2NY

DNYPN 'YIN'Y ,NIZTAI IONK NI7IYD 71 12W 9011 2¥nN :(store-only) TA7a [loNX? Nan N'1a »

.0'WI¥'A7 0'YUIAIN 0'19'Y90

(TCE) ni'an nir1io nomKX :3 n1dw

QU777 710' NID ,NANN W DX TING? 213! QIN DXY XD NIFAAN-NO0IAN NN 721 N'uMg nwlin
yIx 79 I¥-¥NY T MTE Diran 9*%Tn%? N 0T TikTag NOpPNn nd 7NN .OXIM yfaxn
12 (TCE) NIfann NIMTIO N9'DX NX nNN'O Apple .(speculative execution side channels) a'071j790

"uynd N'o9X CPU NI7y™a Spectre V1 A10n NISPNN TA1 N1aN 'W¥NK 7713 701 7907

[1j77''7'00 NNNA NXTM'ODIN

71N WA DR 07T (Apple) 79X -MTE 7w 0 TIAY 'ONIva NIAWNNN )N TI0'NnN [12IN A19-n 12w
,0'WIN] 0177 72777 DINA .INIX 7907 1D [1777'0N NX NAXWI,N71D N7VYONN NdIvnN 7¢ Nifan N 117

INIX 7007 T DnInn DX Nax'y Apple

no"Mon O'n

TX 'NN9N .user space '7nN 70-n NI 121 700 11 Vi 91K 7'y MIE 12 A19 m'wona
MIE 17 NIy N2MD TYINY (121 .Xcode-1 'TIY'" entitlement NIYy¥Nx2 NN WWOX7 D710 "WYY
-1 iPhone 17 Pro Max ,iPhone 17 Pro ,iPhone 17 "'wona n'a71lwnin ,A19 Pro-1 A19 'aawa o 'r

.Mac awnn? M n170 'a1awa MIE-2 nd>mn v N0 D10 Apple ,I'wdyY |11 .iPhone Air

YIN'n axn v NI NN 0RO NN O'DYIN D'ANNYD)

NOMP 117N 1AW 'MMX NN |N2,NNVAK ZIN 1Y PRYNRN Y770 IR NMwn MTE VI w'nnn 1
NIXNY use-after-free 2100 NIY'29N0 NXXIND NNNAY Li0S 26.4 NX YN iPhone 17 Pro Y'wona 'y
myon .7217p2 YN 2D 2V NIPRINKD NIDWYANTNNN NNXA (race condition) yN'™m axn Niapyva
(code path) TIzn 71700 NX X7 I8 ,NN71IVD [9IX NIXI NIY'ADN 1IN NX XN ,Responsible Disclosure

OUNINN X' 1AW 2'1TAN

QIpoNP'MIMTE
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YIN'na axn ¥ amiIvaxn

22 712y (network policy objects) nwA NIt 'O AR N7NIN NIY'IA9N AN7ANN DAY NOWNANTNN

v |An DNN ThRR OW,011¥ N'7'1 1111211 Y1 NYNNWN X' DA ,'7]'1|71 NI NdYN™' NN Ind .']"7?1]'1

:DINK (invariants) D'OIXMIN'N

NYIN NI 'ORMAIR 72 DR 7000 (YY) 72172 1aKn 7V |ann reader-writer lock |12 — Lock A e

.N>vNa 0''yon

0PN INIX 7¢ 'N190 2¥NN 7Y [an1 T1912 VPAIXR 727 'IYNN mutex 2100 71y — Lock B

NTJ2¥N 7190 1702 DNIX D'NPI7 DIY TIZ *7170NY DIYN ,YIAP7 1T02 D'7IYINN W DR NNP7 [N XY

NINY 197 [IURIN DX NNYWYT Y781 D'71vInn Y7 21tn TIR o0 nRXIND .deadlock-7 71210 917y

, U7"AIRN 7V 12N 1'K 07121000 TRX QR 12 AT (170 X1 1770 07'WIn NI7IYS My |2 .9w0 DR N7

JIY'A9N NINXYND AT 1702 PIrTal

ny'ann n'xp1ion

1'017N7 120 NIV NIZIVD ¥ NYXIN NYADN N'¥PII9N,[IWRT 02N

[

// Pseudocode = actual function redacted
int subsystem_operation(uuid t object_id, ...) {

J// Phase 1: look up the object under the global lock

READ LOCK(&global registry);

obj = tree find(&global registry, object_id);

if (lobj) { READ_UMLOCK(&global_registry); return NOT_FOUND; }
client = obj-=owning_client; // save references

READ_UNLOCK(&global _registry);

J/ ***% UNPROTECTED WINDOW ***

J// No lock protects saved_obj here. ~5 instructions wide.

// Phase 2: operate on the object under the per-client lock

LOCK(&client->mutex); /{ may block if contended
flags = saved_obj-=flags; // € LOAD from saved_obj
J* ... more reads from saved obj ... */

UNLOCK (&client->mutex);

return 0K;

saved_obj = obj; {/ saved in register (stack-local)

QIpoNP'MIMTE
www.DigitalWhisper.co.il
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,(coarse-grained lock) 0a 71van NN VAR D'INXA N7'NN (7277 TIPA TINA Y191 AT ATIAVN O19T
MYy 0P"MIRD 7Y 21VINN NN NI NRFTYA N7V NIX D'YYAN 910271 ,INIK D'NYA DN NKY

.(fine-grained lock)

7190100 YNNY aY TN 7192 D77 710 1R VPMAIRNY GNY72M NN NTAY QTN 019 TN NINKNA

YN 71vImn NN 1127 uxin

.OPMAIRD DX NNYWY 710 0K (thread) (127700 AT 170 INIR 17002 DX D212 DR IT DNINY X7X

NnTNYAN 2'N)

file ) yalp O8N 710 1'70N WK woInn L (cleanup) YN TR ,NOIYNTNN NNINA DK DIPN2

:N2N NI71Y9N ¥ DX Y¥an ,IN7IY9 NX 00N IX (descriptor

[

[/ Pseudocode — destroyver side

void destroy object{client, obj) {
WRITE LOCK(&global registry);
tree remove(&global registry, obj); ff unlink from tree
WRITE UMLOCK(&global registry);

LOCK (&client-»mutex) ;

kfree typel(obj_type, obj): // # MEMORY FREED, tag changes
f* ... more cleanup still holding lock ... %/

UNLOCK(&client-=mutex)

ANQN 112 [N QYN QT -PTRIM TV NIR7-757 mutex-n TIva wnann kfree-n :'0Mpn 0197217 m'y

.INIX 091N MTE 1AW [9IXN NI NI

QIpoNP'MIMTE
www.DigitalWhisper.co.il
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(Race Interleaving) yin'man axn nihv'nwun

WUNNN YN'nn 2xXn 1D N7 [N, TR THMN 1217010 W NN DN WURD

save ,Find object in tree A holds stale pointer after
1 ;
pointer in X26 releasing registry lock
Object gone from tree; A's
2 (unprotected window) tree_remove(obj)
pointer still valid-looking
MTE tag .Memory freed
LOCK(client->mutex) +
3 , changes 0xF6 -» OxF7. B still
kfree(obj)
holds mutex.
LOCK(client->mutex) - CASA
A sleeps on turnstile waiting
4 fails - block in ,
for B
Ick_mtx_lock_contended
5 , UNLOCK(client->mutex) B releases
LDRB ,acquire mutex ,Wake
6 , TAG CHECK FAULT
[X26+0ffset]

NIYINNN 'Y DI I 'R, T2 (threads) D000 QW 2 YN A¥N2 21T D WATA7 wN
M2 pon'n7l (slow path) 'o'kn 7170n%7  01d'n7 Thread A-7? nnanw  (contention)

2T IR NNWNY (127000 DA XINY ,Thread B 'T* 2y nin'w* nnnaa Ick_mitx_lock_contended

QIpoNP'MIMTE
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N0 7N NN TXD

:D"0AI7IN 07NN 7Y NATIXA NAIXD NN .NMTINY NN N7V DT YNMNn NDAXNN 2270 noy

panic{cpu X caller OxFFfffe@@XXXXNNXK):
Kernel tag check fault (expected tagged address: OxF7FFFEXXIO(XXXXX)
at pc OxFEFFfe@@XO0000000, 1Tr GudOOO00O0N0000MNK

%¥19: OxFAFFFEXXXXXXXXXX ; client pointer (loaded under Lock A)

x26: OxFOFFFEMNXXNAXXXKX ; STALE object pointer — tag OxFé

far: OxFAFFFEXXXXXXXXXX ; faulting address, tag OxFé

esr: Ox0000000O?6000011 ; DFSC = Ox11 + Synchronous Tag Check Fault

panicked thread schedFlags: TH SFLAG RW PROMOTED
(priority promoted: 31 + 44, rw-lock contention witness)

:ANQN MINKNAWY 1I9'0N 72 X NWYNnY? NNDon (register state) DMAINN AXN NN NI'OXN YIAIX

NNYPZNN (AT N¥PINY AN, 0xF6 ANN NIN XWII X26 1AINAY (stale pointer) [wimn y'aynn

JNpnn

-2 anow wTNN ann, 0xF7 ann NX 7'on panic-n NyTINA "expected tagged address" nTwn e

JN2'TN NN INXY kfree T 7y Tag RAM

N'Y219N1 NNTNN N2AIMDD NWONNA (Ir OXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX-D [aiont 7'v7 onwiny) LR-ny e

slow ) '0'Rn 717017 N0101 mutex-N MWD IWRD 1 nY'DIN IT n'¥j19 .Ick_mtx_lock_contended

NITY 'NIT .CASA-N N71IY9 NIX Y¥27 NO1 [12'7NNNY N2 019N NN 12D 71¥INn TWKRD NI7) ,(path

NX NNV Thread B 12w | prrma mutex-n 7y nion n'n Thread A-w 737 nninn nna Ny

T

NI9DTY NXR7VUN 72'7 [12'70NnW D 7V y'axn opw [1D'7nNn2 TH_SFLAG_RW_PROMOTED 7aTn o

Thread B-w 727 pnaim n'o INT .reader-writer lock 7V Niwainn niajpya (priority promotion)

.READ_LOCK-2 i'7n | TV Thread A-w TIya,"2217a0 Naxnn '2v WRITE_LOCK nnp'2 non

panic A17 71NN yN'Mn 2x¥n Y tn Y IR ITNY? [N, TR 1770 0RN'oN NYATXK MK DNANN TWUKRD

NXIINA 21'T2,"1N22'0 91X 7WON DR 27 MTE-w DIwn 11 X |'AT 1790 DIn'onn TR 72 .T'N!

JYIMN YIAXNA NIYXNK] nW'aN DK nyxaYy

QIpoNP'MIMTE
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MTE X277 AN2Q INIX AR TXD

:MTE-2 JnIn 11'RY 1'wON2 |'UI7NYT7 NIIW ARXINYT 7210 21" T2 YN ax¥n IMIX

.(registry lock) "axnn 71y NX NNwni (stale pointer) (Wi y'a¥xn iw Thread A .1

ny7n kfree NIYYNNI VPAIND DX NNWN , mutex-Nn X NPI7,YVNN 07" aIkN Nk Y'on Thread B .2
.mutex-nN NN 1NN 910171, [IN2'TN 21N NIX 09NN zones-i

Wi yRxnn NIYYNXI NWA Y¥ani mutex-n DX Nz17 ,Nvnn Thread A .3

.flags<-stale_obj nTwinn 0x00000000 1N NX X117 Thread A .4

false-> 1w if (flags & FLAG_X) 'v'an .5

D770 AYNNNW 07 N0 70 K771 217 X977 ,n0Mp X977, NN7¥Na nntnon nNIon .6

09'N zones-N NYPNAY [I1I'DN D7IX NIY 121OW VP'AIRT DY NYXIALL,YNINN DX AXAN ,NINT NNNY

NN'N K7 ,098 W 7W NNNP DY TTINNNYT 72100 DT '9'¥90N TIZn 71700W |11, [IN2'TH 21N DX

J1'9X¥) NYOWN DIY ANQT
UNINN X7 0710 akan, kernel panic 117 17'9X1 (unit tests) nT'N' NI 1A, fuzzer 7w VaANN NTIFIN

D'OPYA D'ANAN NV AARANNIThY
7770 '0pMaIR DR XD PoC 1INN'D D YIX7 Mzian N2 YN QXN DX ThYY 12'01)
content niv¥nXa qualification-n 11201 NX 7'von ,sandbox 2 N7WI9N N¥PY79X 1NN DTVANN

I kernel panic-7 7'2Inw NIZIVoN g¥1 21T, NINMNA DIORPMAIRD DX NN DN DK filter

DI'XY D'WON ,NNT NNIVY? .kernel panic wnN' 0'1Ion 27waw 0'oxn X MTE-2 Jamn 1'wona
YN'mn axn ,MTE/MIE nimTn *Rk¥ ,Corellium [12> NI'7RI0Y'1 7NN NI2'20 NT 77011 ,MTE-2 D'ONIN

:NIN11 'M72 N1 7WoN X ,wNnn YTy

09X N'TNN [YI'NN Y'2XNN NIYXNRI NYAN D71,NNNY INKYT [ND'TN DX 09XN zones-N NXjpin~ o
09X W 7U NN DY TTINNN? 721010 '9'¥90N TIpn 71700 e

UNINN ARANY D7 n'0 7D NI X71,A17 X1 X7 ,N0N NUNINN N7 e

"Dy9 " "2 DY 'R ,NNRTIN 70D,7V9 Nt axkan "Dark Matter" 7w [I'va? e n'wyn nwnnn It
N'N X7 ,MIE nyoIn? T D7IR . TINRY DWTI' DI'RY AT 719 JWN2 1IXT NN "Ning omy'?'

ANz 'NANY? T 7'9010 WIAN AW 12210 DR

QIpoNP'MIMTE
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data abort '71n tag check fault :jinaxn n1aon

7910 INXY kernel panic-n 210,79 MTE DNAW D'WONA 7277 NIOM{ D'NNIAN NIYYIAD 7N 1Ay

|INQX71 NINY7 NWTN NY20N NN IT NINAN QNI DRAIYNNE DRIYKRIN (triage) [I"an 'anon TNX?

[y niong

Exception Syndrome Register (ESR) NI X7

:MTE-7 NNIYRn NI7PN 112y .NaNn N0 NX TTI7Nn ESR-n

// Tag Check Fault (MTE)

ESR = Ox0000000096000011
EC[31:26] 0x25 » Data Abort from current EL
DFSC[5:9] 0x11 » Synchronous Tag Check Fault

// Data Abort (non-MTE)

ESR = 0x0000000096000021
EC[31:26] = ©x25 - Data Abort from current EL
DFSC[5:0] = @x21 » Alignment Fault

DO7 MIX TNX D Nn

TAG CHECK FAULT
DATA ABORT

Stage: Pre-corruption .MTE blocked the

Stage: Post-corruption .Memory is already
access. Exploitability: Often low .The
damaged. Exploitability: Potentially high .
corruption needed for exploitation was
Attacker may control corrupted data.
prevented. Research value: Very high .
Research value: High ,but harder to trace
Reveals bugs that are otherwise invisible.
root cause. Implication: More urgent .May
Implication: A real vulnerability exists ,but

be exploitable on non-MTE devices.
MTE has mitigated it.
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Kernel Panic 'a1'7 3Inn n'an Nithe

register ) DMAINN A¥N NN D'WYN'RD NIYINYUN DR 1TNYWY N1 ,Tag Check Fault 7w nina nya

:(state

D'0'2N NYQIX .VPMAINT Y'AXNAN NIX 7'00 MAIRD DR NN (stale pointer) WM yraxnn nr - e
VXN XYY U ANND DR DX (upper nibble) ann Y na1r'un

7200 ,expected tagged address NTWN NN N'771D Nnxy kernel panic-n NYTIN (M9X¥A AN 'IN'T @
.Tag RAM-1 |OoNIXNAN 'N21NN ANN NI

q'¥n retagging-n |12211 DX DXIN 127N, |V Y2 DRIY D'ANN Y DX ‘retagging VIX'A NIN'R o
(granule) n'21man1 ,NNIY 12D VPMAIKNY 110 ,'RIPX DX W9 DX -(allocator) nxjmin 7w
ANK VPR NI UTNA NNXPZIN

O7v [12'7nN2 TH_SFLAG_RW_PROMOTED 12> D'7aT :(Scheduling Flags) InTna "ATn'1a @
,(concurrent locking) n'22apn n'7'wa NI7'YD ANYA NOMIPN ATAW )27 NPTN DXPTAIR DINN
YN 2x¥Nn 7w NU9IX NNRMING, 211V N 901 [1DY7NNY i

N7'W1 |12 7w NdIn slow path Ne¥pa97 yaxn (Link Register) LR-N 7AIX DX :LR-n NNy o
YNINN 12Y YA 019N N'N mutex-n¥ 2'on? [N ,(contended_-2 NN"NONN N'¥j19 ,NNAIT?)
AT IMINQ 71YIN2 2'TAN NN [1D'70NY 37 D' NITY 'DIT .7w00n

TI 71700 NT'R NINT? *T2 NOMPN NWNNNN DAY D'¥21900 1INKY? T free()-7 nkpn N o
YN ¥ DR TNYT7 [N D LM9R [WI YRIxn 2'TNnY 1'wnn 217010 NTRELDRTMIND IR NNY

Qe mnv

NN 'M720 NO'wN nn 700 MTE

APNNN [1'0" X -NYVNZO0PN 7V NIWENY TVIMN (12220 ,NAN 'WXNKD 7a0in MTE ,NMIV0'N N1'nan

.0 AN IN'R7 700 MTE :NINS X7 21w T'oN 7V y'avn n7v
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"Yo9xn Aninn" N"ya

UKD ,use-after-free 2100 NIMY'A9Y7 D72 YIN'N 1A¥N 4 7192 NMININY NIFIY'A9N Nz7Nn DX N2

:NT 210N NIMY*A9 ,MTE X477 .AXQN 21'NON NX 1'NON zones-nN XN

DNONPI NN

ANNXYM AN e

JITNI9 NARY D NNRUN IR e

.DMUPA NIETAN DIYN D AR NN7YNA NN e

.(production) NIX" N2'202 DY WNA TNW7 NIRIMY e

[12220 2 TY'NA O7IN 712 QX DI90NY DN, DM 2 DN 70770 'aNa 071Y 7w "Dark Matter"-n Din 17X
N'ovo NM7aX fuzzers NIANY7 , D'NIOAN NINMN 707 O'R1] 'M72 DN DN ,DNIXK IVNY 721000

.sanitizers 7V N1I0OIANN NI'MI*T NIR'TA NIMT TP NIN'RO ,(static analysis)

,MNINN NN [ND'T7 AW 7D NP TALND'T NIRYPN 72 7W AN NIVXNAKRA .7nwnn 770 X mwn MTE
AN NIDWNL LG 91X WNINA NTH )'70N0N INT? 0NN 0Y7W07 0K M7 0K 191N KIN

7vom MTE 1w 2'won '3 i

nI'y'asn ypnn nMAITINN 7y nnbYwan

"17'2 NNAY NDSIN D'ANA W NIYTH Nipnn .1
D'VIN'RA NI790NN 777 NIDIWNTNNA YN 'A¥Nn NRXIND NN use-after-free a1on nityao
[T 'NIN2 71 XVANNYT NIMYY |, [PC 111211 IX D'¥APZN NDWWN ,NYI 2D 1D, Nnida 1NN
070NN W Nt (interleaving) N'TwN DR ATNYWY? N2t X7 fuzzer ,0'21 DN .0'N'ION

V9m XN 12w 'won 75 7V mIwx1? wnan' XKInw yana Ywon N TR MTE  NNT nniy?

37NN 737 191 N0 1Al NINn .2
, MDM 7901 NNVAX NINAN,(OEMs) DM'WIN ¥ 12D, 2NN §7'N2 NOM{7 1AI7 0'NNINN DIIAIR 1Y
NIY2A9 72¢ NnifE7 N'Y' RYEITINR RINNTD VIR 70 .wTh T YNy D'inn Tag Check Fault 'win'x

.memory safety

Mnwn 7120 N7 nd>wa .3
D'WONA 71817 NINY NIMY NMWY YTV MTE-Q nInn 'wona Tag Check Fault-7 n72amn niyao
NI'T? DR TV NIYRA9N NI NMIMNN ARXINN DX yain MTE ox 02,27 .MTE-2 0'Dnin D1'RY

JpnYi
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0'01 7V NIY'DSUNN NIYAD MNK? NN T 7901 MTE 7y oolann triage-n 7"7nN ,NINNKX D*7'N2
NN NIN7 DMWY DY NI DNAYIE, MTE-1 0NN DI'RY DN'WON ¢ N2NA 7ITan DRgnnn

ixny

7NN NINNIBLYS W Nitaan

.MTE-2 nI2NnIN 7NNn NID0 70 K7 :'wyn 71j7'w DA Y

DI MONIN AR, i0S 72277 1N AN NIXIDIN NN NINNIvu?on nnx L, Corellium ,nnaiT?

XN Nivnwnn .MTE/MIE 7w n'x7mxa

.Corellium-21TNWY? 01N DI'X Tag Check Fault- 721X D'RVANNN D'ARD @

nInY nid'wnn use-after-free NIy .o P91 ,1107IMK2 DA |ND'T 09X7 'WNN zones-N NXpPN e
Jnnoin

2WUON NIYNINN DX Y7XR7 11D (corrupted pointers) D'MIAD D'Y'AXN 1T [DINA PITN7 WATIDN'YY? @
N T DI

SNDN NN 1227 091N MTE-2 D'DONINN DT'9 DNY'WINR,NINYIAD 7Y QN NIN'R TNX'T L]

NI'Yan 37NNl nnarTd 'n'y

NN NXN" |, N'OX7PN NWIAN DIZNRA 11D 2V NIMYIAD 7NN ¥ 'MYIonn N TIavn 7T NX 191N MTE
ANQN DX ITNY TR 7900 NIX NNT" :N21I9N Nwma Yworn MTE ,"INIX 7¥17 [N DX 7172 TNI,ANaN

"R Ty

, DXNIN2 NINWN IZINN 27U IT'RON .ND'T7 N'RIN 'M720 NWI2D IR :AYRN 2700 IR DYYan nninn
impact NNYSWn NdWn'7 (root cause analysis) n'van WY NIN1IY7 7w0n W MIURY NN

.(assessment)

nN'T VANl NNYYN

D'ann iy

,N9'XT N1AN 790N NNIN |12 ,MIYKI? .0DN'WON NNLAN N'NMAR DTN NnX'sp mon MTE/MIE
NIXI9IN memory safety-n NI'y'ao n||7'7nnn D'NY 190 ,UNNYnn T¥N NMIXN 72 NYAIT NI'RY

ONia

DN7w kernel panic-n NNt 'DyNa A%w7 0N MTE-Q D'DNINN DN'WON W 'Y 070NN DIAK

JTIR AR 7Y M7 NITY RINNT YIN'R 70 .Tag Check Fault 'win'® 7w 1t
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D'97INN 1Y

X'n (tag collision) AN NIWAINNY NINANONN TWXD .NIMY'AD 7w 71¥10 NIy IR D'nivnwn nyn MTE
[91X2 NTI' 027w NN (exploit chains) 71¥1 NIxMwYW 7w |NN7¥n? ninanonn,|Iro 71 16-7 1
Tag Confidentiality -1 (synchronous checking) NnM>10 n'Ta DV 27'wa IN'NIDOPN

JMIYNYN [9IX2 DXNLXN 9PINN 7 n21Yon ann Enforcement

,0"217 D'AN2 . TA72 N72aIm N'9NVIXK D'PO0N D'V 4 1 DAN .07WIM INNS 1'K MTE ,NKT DY
D'NXN1 memory corruption-1 NIdIND [I'RY YT NID'7TI zone INIX 1N type confusion a10n NI'Y'ao
NIy2Aon ,MTE-2 JNINN 1'YiN21 Q0N NNT Y'NAN DIRMY YNmn axn .MTE 7¢ n1ann qpnY yinn
-1 D'ONIN DYI'KY DY'WON 7W DIXVN NRPNNN 0'01] ,NINT NNV .kernel panic-7 \apy 91Xk n7'aIn

'R 'M'72 NN DAL 71N DINM DA NNYY NIV nnix ,MTE

DUO'OIPKRN NIAY

2w NN .Nn171100 NNIK 7Y NRIY NI0'SN 'MW D'ax'n Google Pixel-a1 Apple-a MTE 7w D'wimmn
Tag 1NNl EMTE nX DA 77131 N12N21'0 n7'T2a wnnwn ,Tnan 22uo MIE NI no'pm Apple
MTE nX n019 Google ,Taxn NI WTNN NNIINN ITA 71 N2t X ,Confidentiality Enforcement

2NN N9DN 7TiNa NNna X ,0"'won 7w nirann |nan 2vine DTN

NNP'79R 72 1Y opt-in KIn MTE-2 win'win ,Pixel-2 AN QX 'Miyawn 71200 ,NNpnn 0an DTN
NNXNN N0IN,NT2¥NA .12IN22'0X AX¥NA DA 7197 710" KIni L, (Advanced Protection nnaona 7yoimn Ix)

ANYTM 7W07 nnNAaY RRTINN NAIMDY 72N, 71177 NXan N0 SIGSEGV-7 7'am n'an |a

,user space '>'7nN 70-n NI [N 7272 |0 ,11N22'0 [DIXA, TN W19 MIE 11200, Apple-2 ,NRT Nniy?
Tag Confidentiality ,90112 .17 NNMAW store-n IX load-n NRAINYT 21T YWiMTag Check Fault 70w D
vIn'ma nan qiwn? N7, TikTag 1120 ,N12'071790 Side Channel niopnn na noin Enforcement

.Pixel 7w

N2210n N2A710LVN .MTE NX 'MW TX NIYPYOK 'NN9N IXAKR' NN IT'RY X'D N'MMKN N8N
oNpPY7 17'NN' NIN'YION NIPXP'79XRY PN 271 ,C/C++ TI 722 NINIT memory safety NI'y'as qiuny
Q10 1290 TN 72 NIN? DM'P I'NY D'ANAY DIV K7X,0'YUTN D'AR] XY DIYA X7 ,NN7U90 NX7?

P71 NINT? NI AR RN ITD N0 7D .0M17A%7 Q10
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nid'o

QuUINN SIONP™MD Ynwn XN NIy ¢ 7110 N71D' X D¥AY? TWRN NP N2N nwiy MTE

.DI'N TY NIRT7 0700 ' K7 VIYD NNVARN N7'NP7Y DN 7¢ N7 NR'7NN

22070 NIfYIae 190N NYAT AT7V7 0'ONN X NI NNIDY? 19NN MTE-Q Ndninn Ny 7230
DY N'NY NN DX NIKTZ [N NIYRY7Y DIwn X7X,NNI02 NINDY NJ9IN NDINNY DIWN X7 .17an'w

.T'MNNIETRN

,MIQYN NOINY 7177 NDIYN NN YIN'M AXNN NRXIND NNMMY use-after-free NIV ,12a¥NW nnn

12N YN0 NNK ANAIT 77 RN 72 KIn, MIE 7w 11n21'0n Tag Check-n 112211 NIDTA 71 nownal

NN memory safety 7w fuzzer q'¥1 91X YN NVWA DI'D N¥NIY iPhone 17 %5 ,0'0on Jama
[N ,10'T? DN DAY, NYD T 7 INY DITR D QUIn KINY DANaN Li0S 7277 Ta10 nninn

JNDWI IR D710 NAMIZRN NDYANL, DNIX [7N7 DA

Tag Check Fault .nTIAvN '9IX X VPWA NI'W MTE kernel panic 'aI7 NN 1M DX N720W MY

.NX2N NIV'asn ]T1'|7n'7 NN'NON NTI7] DA KN, [12INY '9) TAV Niann [DAINY ']3'7 R TARE I STA RN

7annn 7y

VP Research, Jamf. ,DN1ax 1

https://www.linkedin.com/in/nir-avraham-95b96b36 :|'NTj?2'?

Jamf ,Security Researcher ,Hu Ke
.DIUN YINYT VX DNIX DPNN7 N2 DONETA NIR? ITYY ,HUAR'D a7 Dimn' iy

ILANIOUS :*T* 7¥ 7wl DAIN
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