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120 ,|TAIR X977 D'™7077'9N DY DX DNNIYA D'UNIIST? TNI'MA NINRNA [N D7 .1y [91IK] TNYH
no'nTn 17w LJPEG md ,(Lossy) VT NTANA NO'NT DY D'UNIIDY ,NNT NNIv? .BMP IXPNG

YJNuINY YT YIas?1 0'70i7'on DY DX NNYY 0719 wThn TITpnl

YVTINY IO VTN NToNn 1 KW LTI N¥MIN NI'R NNxy7w) LSB steganography waTn? aiwn
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Stegoloader: Its path to
infiltrating systems and extracting data

A WOLF IN

The victim downloads
pirated software, which secretly
contains the Stegoloader malware.

The threat actor . uses the
stolen information to develop
an attack plan for obtaining
sensitive data.

@ SecureWorks

Avalabsbty varies Ity courtry, © 2015 Dwdl it AN HoMS reservwdd
Dol and e Dell 1900, and SecureWorks mre wither registered

AN oI Crodkuits and srvices mntionad Aped 2098,

THI

Stegoloader downloads an image

containing the hidden malicious encrypted code,

which complicates detection.

Stegoloader extracts the hidden code
from the downloaded image.

Stegoloader decrypts and
runs its main module:

100!‘8"10
% 1

10

Stegoloader collects information
about the compromised system and
sends it to the threat actor.

0
1
0
0
1
0

The threat actor uses Stegoloader
to steal sensitive data from
the compromised system.

For more information on Stegoloader,
download the threat analysis from the
) reWort e

Q1PN .Stegoloader-n ["an Ty TN WINNNY NMT D'WAN - NINN1]
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TN' N2ANNN 7yI19a Nt A'X - NOFNNN MUY

NOINX MWW NNXR N'71N X7 ,071D Nopnnn 'R "N namnan" ,0Mpnn 2nav 'an? aiwn

2 NIXA'NY vy N'oI9'0 N Kill Chain. nwixznn naya napna N

NOYNYT IX MINNY 222mw pIN IR W Lyalg 7apn Qapn - (Initial Access) NIWNTY DA
NX7VUN7 Nd>wnn 270D IXN VIR N LP"RITA YVIANT7 D7D DINNN ,NNAIT? .ANIK NTAvAN

.oxap

NYNINN QY VAN NINY MYY MYy TIA'YA parser-2 NIV 71X 12T DX - Yalgn TIA'Yy

YN TIR DWW a0 'oi7nY PN TIA a7 710t yaipn ,n'oNA1a002a NI DX .N9NN

Y707 ,NMN7 Niov7 71>* N>yna 07 12dW 21 L,N'DIANAV0 W NNpna - payload-n yi'r'n

.9011 YT' DNN 221071 DINOINN DRAININ IR D'Y'AN NN NINN

XN 2799 IR YN 700 T 2D LWINNAY TYNRY TR NID Y?INY TN DX - XN
[N2'T2 NI7'YONN 770 1'RUNY7I 70 T7 NA'NdN NIX D¥NX7 NI017 1YY QRINN D'Y'NINNN 7702

fileless malware n1n%? o'n'y7 nMwipmn np'dL -

N7 LT qQIoR 71707 MWy NaTR L qpIimn NMVN? DRNNA - NAITTY NI7'YOa qwnn

VT NIO¥N IX NIDIWNI YA ,N'ANN NYIN persistence N'¥' credentials

A

X7 ,sandbox-a 171211 f]'?VJ]W , 'R NN YAl VITN nY'NNN X' D Nlvn It NMvAava N1an

MINNN ['2 D'ON'N NN K7X ,NNXY NINN2 NRXN1 NI NIITT 0NYY T "k T'an

.NNIXR D'TAYNY D'2ADIN |'3'7

MALICIOUS IMAGE ATTACK KILL CHAIN

—— ATTACK KILL CHAIN FLOWCHART Based on the five steps

from protection the cyber-security context

Step 1: INITIAL ACCESS Step 2: FILE PROCESSING

Victim receives a file, link, or

content. )
2

iy i

+ Email attachment M Vulnerability or
» Malicious website download Normal Parsing?
* File upload system

File is parsed and processed. Exploit triggers directly

during parsing.

File parses normally; image
is displayed visually.

Step 4: CODE EXECUTION
Malicious component receives the code.
* In-memory / fileless \Ae

techniques may be used. il

Step 5: CONTINUED MALICIOUS ACTIVITY

Attack goal-oriented actions.
eg.
« Credential Theft ) AR M sySTEM
+ Data Collection = @ n COMPROMISED
« Lateral Movement

+ System Harm / Encryption

. External or existing system
i component triggers.

i Mines hidden data bits from
> the file, reasembles payload.
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(Static Analysis) '0VO nINn
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;120 D'IN'0 woN'? 071D

V191 17712 2% 19X yalpn nan A we v
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Y2170 7w 19X 1170 N1ann 910 WNKY? D'Y'DIN D'ANN DMV

APT? 2WN |9XIM IX OINT YyTn V'oIN? 9% X7 DAY DNITRA 21N [DIXQ NN N'ONVIXK vV

.NNI22 NI9NVIXK X7 D710 N'N'V1AY NO'NT DAY |1'on ,npm'7 NN2IN N1'X NNI2a N'SNVIRY
JIN'TMIN NTYW? 1Y9IN 1'RY 21N D'7'on IX ,0"0 NN IX TMNIXKND D'AINN metadata NIy v’

' parser *T' 2V |'PN NIYSY DN DYI'NY IX [7NN NN D'MININ DI'NY Dan Y

(Sandbox / Dynamic Analysis) 'a*T ninn

nmoin X ,N'N'NKX N72U9n N>WN? NnITn NTTIAN D202 TAIvN IX NN9) YalZon ,'"1'T NN
'n72 nun NI ,D'YUTN D'2'70N Ny 1A ,nann NIANINNY DA DINNN TA'Y DX NT'OP2
|n*o NHNY? MYy 12N - TIA'WA NN 7w Dann No" P IXN NOIYN1 0'N'Y ,0'¥2p MY NI'IoSX

ONNTR

2OY7 ,NTTIAN D202 NIXY [AW NINT? NI017 NI NPT .07WIN |INND 11'K sandbox DA ,NNT DY

.0M'IoN O'RIN DAY PNN IWRD 71 NNIR 7'W9NY7 IX [N7¢ NI7'WoON NX

D'OI9T 'IN'T7 "Ya¥X NIy'av” - YARA 'j7in

NIMO TI7 "2 XIn YARA .YARA "750 (D70 7Nwn NX DNANKRY NIN) NINNY? 0101 R 7700 InT
D"7XIVOPV D'OIDT 0'02 7V D'¥AP 2AN07I NINT? NNVAXR NIX?I NPT TPINY Yo7 TvNw
JINNK NITIWN NIMAN ¢ IR DPTI NINDWN 7W D11M'9XN IXNT7 N1 YARA NIy¥NX2d 0Nl

.DM'RNN YT NNIZA IR 0¥ 7V 07750 DX yNnT Dn Xl
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IX hash 7y 72 nnon% nipna 17w Niwman XN 17w Mpn? TN ‘o717 YARA NX 191w nn

.0"17 O'XINI D'0M 9N  NITNNN 7W 217'w ' Tan? IN1 ,TRR YAl 7w DT an'nn 7y

ONR Y2IR 2107 DNIYEN 0'ANN D12Y9RN DA 791 X L,PNG-) DNITAW Yal won'? 710t 99 ,nnaiT?
NTT NPT KX NPT NAITAY 7 NNdIN N2'R PNG 1N MZ nnfnn NySIin DY ,NINT DY
272 0T 9710 YARA 775 7w '0'02 N1an .0'9011 O'NIN OV A7W7 TWORY

.NNINN NN "Nl INoN AN LINIX 2AND ' |12 ,INXY DN NINN YTN - meta e

IX D"'?YJ'X'I'OTI:'] Do'u'"a '9X1 L,LLOoL NITNNN nraY? o' 27X w19 oI9T NN - strings o

.0'"M7121 oMo

NiNdI 7V D'RINY WNNWN? N1 .ya? o'’nt 77950 'Mn valipw ai7n 'Rann - condition e

LTIVEYALRMN 7 ,017'M ,NINKNN 150N ,0'0I9T

2 NIKAY YWY (N'O'YOD01 MMM NPT NNTAY NTD K7) AWin Nnnat 775 YARA 775 ,nwnnn?

rule Suspicious PNG_With_ Embedded Executable_Signature
{
meta:
description = "detects suspicious characteristics of a PNG containing a PE header"
severity = "medium"
strings:

$png_header = { 89 50 4E 47 @D @A 1A OA }
$pe_signature = "MZ"
condition:
$png_header at @ and $pe signature and filesize > 100KB

NTNNAN NX DA 791 ,1'PN PNG yalp md 2I'Ta 7'nnn yaipn oX" NIk  NIvivs o'7'na ,nm 77

JININ NO- D'Ion qon 71Ta 17TIa1 MZ

1N ,XIY NIXINN 2'907 7170 XN (IXD NIKYT7 AWOXR ND0N NANIN) TINA 0WO 775 [amd InT
775 0T MM win'wa 099 .NNiv Ni'on 0YA'UNAY 0'¥ARA Y'oIn? N7t MZ nTnnnny
inx¥y YARA .0'9011 D'XINI 012N D'1'OXRN ,NINKNN 190N 71T DI 2A7¢% 07131 NP 0fadim

Y2l 7TIa1 ninkNn 190n ,offsets 7y 0'Xx1na AN 2 NN
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NIIAX NTIAY Mt YARA Ay

MR NNVANR D700 (1N A7NWNY 0715 DN . TIT22 71v97 01N D1'R YARA 775 ,7v19a

A'O1 'IN'T IXY? D'PIN2 WNNWN? NNWORN - VirusTotal 1Nd> DMARNAI NRTI NN NINNIDYYO

.0'¥2{72 0'0I9T

DMIT D222 IX D'PIN 277 [N NRNN9nN 2702 - Threat Hunting *721 EDR/XDR Nidayn

NXj? NIDYVNA 0'OPO'OONI DX nin1Y

70NN 27N YARA '00Ian IN'T 112201 277 0710 0IAK - 7'KIT WY 0¥ (12'0 NN

.0'OMIXN D'Xap NP0

NI'vuo NP0 y¥27 0'710' MmN NR7YN DNYOXRAN NIDWAI DNNKX - o'xayp NX7un NIdWN

.Yali7zn N'7ap 194

NIN 1QY |9IXN .INXY 192 NN NN Nown X710 ,0'019T MNT yvin XN YARA-W wnTn? awn

10N NNIX v hRllvirivisal @} 170 NN'ION MDY IX XN A7NWn

D"ANNI Ni7aan

TN NN YW Ni7aann DX DA D7 avn

AXI'Y 12T ,0TIWND D'MMN 0¥ noY7 717y T ann 77 - (False Positives) Xl NIXANN

.alert fatigue-1 NNLAN 'NIX 7V OnIy

7¥97 ,payloads oINT? IX |'9¥N7 ,yalp 7w D1"'OXN NNYY 0*713' 0'9pIN - (Evasion) Nipnnnn

.0 7'27 NnRNN DN K7W )0 N1ann IR NNYY IR 0¥ A VTN

N12N1 IN NIANINNA MIYAYN ‘'Y .12 NTAINY DY9XNN DX ANTA 7' - T'nnn [TV MNIX

NI YMmNn% 0"p 9997 0t 70 DIk v

nNYN NYAIT DIM 7w N7 nimmd 2y Dtom o' 7w 2m aoon nhyon - 0N

DL PIT ,ARNoN PRIy 2 ITR IX W PRI ,a1wn
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DIAIXY? NI'YYN NixX'n

D"'TD>IN NN NINPY 190N ™17 WWOKR ,'wynin 770N D13'0Y7

(CDR - Content Disarm and Reconstruction) n'¥aj nia'7a
DIPN2 .IX'72 CDR IX Content Disarm and Reconstruction X'n NI*ynn Niann NIV'YN NNX
miunan PINN DX Y707 ,yalpn DX NM7 n710' CDR ndyn ,MwoN payload 7D nint? nioa?

TN Y27 191 N7 WATIn

0'02 7V MINNN DX UTNN 1IX'Y7 N2 ,NITNN DINN 7W X7 reconstruction D'y¥ann D'winma
yTnm 270 ,NITNN AIX'NN P70 12'RY 9o PINI metadata 1'on7 [N 02 .TA7a 'MIThn yTAN

.0'"NN 012N IX metadata NITWA ANoINY

210 72> 'on CDR |INND 72w N1NY7 'R 27 .ANK 91X XM 702 Wi NiFn'%? 710' CDR ,NINT DY

.ONIo 7OnN YT YW MYoOX

MINN TIA'Y NIMD0 ¥ qUIY |IDTY
123 ,NIMD0N [IDTY 7Y T'OPN7 W' .NNVAX 1IDTY NI7apnl NIPTNINN NRIMNN TIAY NIMS0 1N
NNAITN .WIN'Y2 O'X¥NIN DNXINYI NIXONA? DXNNA NINNK NIMvol libjpeg ,libpng ,ImageMagick

.N9'PNN NLVWNAN 27N KIN MINN 7w parser VI nw'nnn ImageTragick 7w
QTIPS NXINYT U0 N0 710 TNMma axiyn 07 TIAY 1AW a¥n IR 7un ,CVE-2016-3714

2192 DN'TAI 0'¥A7 'A10 N7aAN

.DNIX q"T7 NI |uDn NP ooy MIME type 7V IX Yalpn nnro 72y 1 nnon? 'R
2277 Yo ,NRT DI

magic bytes / file signature nj'12

vNI9N 7Y 'MMN Parsing

nIan Nip'Ta

02N D2Y'ONNI 7TIA N72aN

oAl VN7 WThN NN ,0M'RNN DN

N N N R

NTTIAN 201 I'WInY D'xap nxn

NINYIN N7V2 N2'201 DNIX TAYY7 'KTD ,0'IN'D D'YNNWAN n'xay? NIN7UN NWONN NDIWN UKD

OWONN 720 NNXNIiXxn AN nYoswnNn Luaon parser DX DAY 7D ,D'RNN TIT'2Al ni72am
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https://nvd.nist.gov/vuln/detail/CVE-2016-3714
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(Defense in Depth) niann nian NOWY ATy
227100 N1 AN wnn 700 TNIfMA 'Y RININLPTR YD KIN YARA
'0VO NINY
.N1"T NINY
EDR/XDR
CDR

v

v

v

v
nvYTTA Vv
NN ATV v
NIXWAN N72an Vv

A'YW'O TAI D'TAY YT v
v

'NIANINN 1101

NOPN YW NMWOR DRI D NINT? NY TTIA DAY NRY X7 ORI TTDIMN Ivan
.071¥7 NNMNNYN DIYTN NIPTA DI' 7T DY LIDTN 770 Nakn 7w Tann (1DTY2 YR Dnvn v
NI71D' DX [2TY? T NNLARND PIN NY'NRPal YARA 990 7w 012y DNaRN2 Ty 0710 DRIN
,IMNVN NX 21727 W' .production N207 NMIYY 91X NIAY 77D P'MynY7 'R ,NINT DY .DN7Y DTN

J1MIARN D202 XYM XINY NIFAYN DIRINNN Y'Y NRE 7Y D'RINN NID'R NN

nid'o

Y9N NN D'7¥IN D'9PIN 1AW [9IX7 NI NNAIT X'N NIAN YA JIN2 27T YT IX TIZ DNNoN
N1annl 0'0M2N NNNA 0P NNNAY NN 27 ,NIIND7 NN NN L"NRN" N¥pn wnnunv nn |2

Yaipn v

Image-2 NIMYa9 71X IX polyglot 'yap ,KUNT-NON 7 NYI7 71¥1 ,N'9I2102002 NAITA DX |2
Dy TTINNNY NN X7¢ T TA' YaIlgnw 2 2V NIdNNoNN XN NIZoLuY qniwnn - Parsers

1Y PN

192 T N¥'IN NN N19IANAV0 ,INKNA TP0IY 9D .NIPIO0N |2 ['NANYT NIND X7 AIWN ,NXT DY
D'YI9N DIY DAY 1AV [9IXA 17N polyglot ,7'WD TI'7 N'UNIVIN 191N 1'K IITT metadata ,nnxy

L1317 2107 217y yaipn Tia'y oxy naw L'oI7n7 N1IW 2100 'Y RN parser NIYASILYAIN NN
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7 JNNONY7 DIFNA .0 TIYN D'OIDT JIXMYT7 NW'NA NOY N1anN NIIX7 D'o0n YARA nd 020 ,Tan
.0'"2nl 0'INI L,0YYRIVOPLV D'ORN 7W DIY'YW WONYT [N ,1D1N N1DW YAl W 1T Nt 7y

.0'¥ap N0l malware research, threat hunting '>*2nn2a 27nwn% 710 YARA D2

AMOoNY? N1 NAYW T 7D NINT? NI01? DIpna :NAIY v Niv'yn CDR 1> Niraizimoo in't ¥y

D2 77071 WATIN M0ATD PINN NN Yalgn DX WTNN N7 0NN DNgna [N ,uTn

.0'XIN] DI'RY

NI 12N DA K'DCLORND PYDAY AN Y NIR MIMNY X' N N2IWNN 112NN ,0AT 7w 19101

.N9PNN NUWNAN P70 X' X7 077 N2y NN 71 - NN T 7Y Tanw

POIVY M 727 1I'n 0'02 X'NL'UN'TAI NINIANNN NIV'Y [N NNONN NIRD0 [N - DTN YW N1AN
NNNY NN N NIY MYy ,nRINY N 0NN 0a ,yalg 73 vynd nY 0712 yT'n NNVAN]

Y

Mannn Yy

NN M2 7NN NAI71D0N NIN7IYA 1DAT NXY (111002 AWNAN 'WTA7 VITIVO NIN 'KAA N'NY
NIDIN 7"N¥2 IMN'YN Y'Yy 'wyn |1'0 27wUn KIN .N1DIN NOTINA A" 1’21 "om'wan” nintixnn
TANN 91X W19 Ny ,N1AI7100 NDYTNE DINTY? ARINYN DR Th TY? .UT'N NNVAXI MIYPN
720N N7 NINNSNNA TN YIM KN YT QIN'WY NIINK )INN 2NN 707 207m yT nwany

Lxwn nimonl

yT'! nNipm

NINN NIooIaN NITIAl N'S7212A00

apPNNN NT'N' 7w NIpnn Di1019n - Secureworks CTU, "Stegoloader: A Stealthy Information Stealer” e

.NPTNA NPoyY
e Secureworks, "Stegoloader Malware: A Wolf in Sheep's Clothing".
e SecurityWeek, "Information-Stealing Malware 'Stegoloader' Hides in Image File".

e  Virus Bulletin, "How It Works: Steganography Hides Malware in Image Files".
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nlaona LSB-a1 PNG-2 win'win 7w 150 NN - ESET / WeliveSecurity, "Worok: the big picture" e

PNGLoad
BleepingComputer, "Worok hackers hide new malware in PNGs using steganography"

Schmid, S. et al., "Towards Modeling Hidden & Steganographic Malware Communication based on

Images", Proceedings of the ACM Workshop on Information Hiding and Multimedia Security, 2025

"Stegomalware: A Systematic Survey of Malware Hiding and Detection in Images, Machine Learning

Models and Research Challenges", arXiv

MINN TIA'Y NIMD0Q NIFIY*AD 71¥1

National Vulnerability Database, CVE-2016-3714 - 7w n'wan nniwan NIST/NVD. (NVD)

NI'YIA9N 17'2 2'10 DPINY MNKRN - imagetragick.com e
Red Hat Customer Portal, "ImageTragick - ImageMagick Filtering Vulnerability"
Bencode.io, "Technical Analysis of ImageTragick (CVE-2016-3714)"

YARA

TIvI conditions ,strings 0'7700 N1an TIV'N - Mawan TIV'NN - YARA e

MYIN TIgn NaNNn -YARA e

.0'019TN NNRNN N7 7w1 YARA niNun 7w MmN IR - VirusTotal YARA e

.YARA 7¥ mTimn NdOT Y'wnn YARA-X 7w 10TYn TIV'NN - YARA-X Documentation e
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https://www.welivesecurity.com/2022/09/06/worok-big-picture
https://www.welivesecurity.com/2022/09/06/worok-big-picture
https://nvd.nist.gov/vuln/detail/CVE-2016-3714
https://yara.readthedocs.io/en/latest/
https://github.com/VirusTotal/yara
https://virustotal.github.io/yara/
https://virustotal.github.io/yara/
https://virustotal.github.io/yara-x/docs
https://virustotal.github.io/yara-x/docs

